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Cheshire Land Trust, Inc. 

Annual Meeting of Members 

May 21, 2020 

 

The annual meeting of the members of the Cheshire Land Trust, Inc. (CLT) was held on Thursday, 

May 21, 2020. The meeting was held via Zoom due to in-person gathering restrictions imposed in 

response to the COVID-19 virus.  A quorum of members being present via Zoom or telephone, the 

meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by CLT President Joy VanderLek. The list of members 

present at the meeting follows these minutes.  

Review of 2019 Accomplishments 

Ms. VanderLek welcomed those present, indicating that because this is a virtual meeting the agenda 

has been limited to adoption of new bylaws and election of officers and directors. She thanked 

former board member Nicholas Motmans for his service to the CLT over the last several years and in 

particular his work on the Stewardship Committee.   

Ms. VanderLek briefly commented on CLT activities and accomplishments during 2019. These 

include: habitat restoration at Fresh Meadows using funds from a grant provided by the Society of 

Women Environmental Professionals of CT; ongoing woodlands restoration at Ives Farm; mentoring 

local high school students through UCONN’s conservation partners in training program; the 

pollinator pathway, which is part of a larger project to create native plant waystations for Monarch 

butterflies and other pollinators along the East Coast Greenway; various youth volunteer projects; 

more than 640 volunteer stewardship hours; and board member participation in ongoing educational 

workshops. Ms. VanderLek also reviewed various public events during 2019, including hikes; Earth 

Day at Cheshire Academy and the Day at Ives Farm. Ms. VanderLek thanked members of the board 

for their work over the last year. A summary of the visual slides that accompanied Ms. VanderLek’s 

remarks is attached to these minutes. Mr. Hall then reviewed the process for discussion and voting 

via Zoom.   

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Ms. Schnitzer asked members to approve the minutes of the annual meeting of members held on 

March 28, 2019.  She stated that copies of the minutes were made available for review on the CLT’s 

website. On motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting of members held on March 

28, 2019 were unanimously approved.  

Adoption of Amended and Restated Bylaws 

Ms. Stanley stated that the CLT’s current bylaws, which have not been revised in more than 40 years, 

have been updated to address changes in technology, law and modern corporate practice.  Copies of 

the current and proposed bylaws, as well as a document explaining the purpose of various proposed 

changes, were made available for review on the CLT’s website. There were no questions from 

members. Ms. Stanley then asked members to approve the amended and restated bylaws for the CLT. 

On motion duly made and seconded, the amended and restated bylaws were unanimously approved.  

Election of Directors 

Mr. Schrumm presented candidates for election as members of the CLT’s board of directors. He 

indicated that because the CLT has adopted revised bylaws, members are being asked to reelect all 
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directors, including directors who have not yet completed their 3-year term. Mr. Schrumm proposed 

election of the following people to the board of directors:  

For a term ending March, 2023: Linda Blackburn, Elsa Loehmann, Jim Mertz, David Schrumm, Joy 

VanderLek 

For a term ending March, 2022: John Hilzinger, Randy Solomon, Bill Stanley, Sue Stanley 

For a term ending March, 2021: Matt Abdifar, Mark Hall, Pamela Ricci-Roach, Karen Schnitzer  

On motion duly made and seconded, the slate of directors was unanimously approved. 

Election of Officers  

Mr. Schrumm then presented the slate of nominees for officer positions. On motion duly made and 

seconded, Joy VanderLek, President; Karen Schnitzer, Vice President; David Schrumm, Treasurer; 

and Susan Stanley; Secretary were elected as officers for a term ending March, 2021. 

Ms. VanderLek thanked members for their patience and participation in the meeting under difficult 

circumstances. She indicated that she is looking forward to the time when members can meet again in 

person. There being no further business to come before the meeting, it was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Susan Stanley, Secretary    
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